A long-term longitudinal isotypic study of anti-topoisomerase I autoantibodies.
In this first retrospective longitudinal study of anti-topoisomerase I autoantibodies (anti-topo I) we examined the isotypic expression in 13 patients with scleroderma by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. Titers were stable for up to 16 years. However, one patient lost the antibody, while another developed high levels of IgM with myositis and another, high levels of IgA with cardiac disease. For the first time the de novo development of anti-topo I was observed.